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Wild Ones of South-Central PA Monthly Meeting via Zoom
September 24, 2026
Minutes

Jane opened the meeting at 6:30 PM. 

Members in Attendance: Jane A, Pres, Lorrie P, VP, Jady C, Sec., Kristen A, Angela and Leo G,
Margaret N, Arlene T, Mary L, Deb L, Shawna R., Janet L, Cindy H, Kevin K, Ruth S, Barb D, Aimee B, and Randi L. 

Business Meeting:
The Minutes of August 2026 Meeting were approved and stand as written. 

     Membership Report
                              Wild Ones South Central PA – Sep 2026 Membership Report
    08/28/2026 – 09/24/2026- Submitted by Leo Graham, WOSCPA Membership Chair
We have added 2 new memberships since the last monthly chapter meeting. Please welcome Paige E and Liudmyla S. We are looking forward to including you in the group and seeing you at future outings. The new member referral was noted as The Bower and YouTube.
Eight memberships were renewed. Thank you to all who renewed. You are appreciated! 
Two memberships expired in September. We currently have 127 active memberships with 9 of them being group memberships, for a total of 136 members.
Later in the meeting we discussed the possibility of awarding complimentary memberships, as we have done in the past. Some names which were mentioned were Christine Burroughs, the teacher from Cedar Cliff who was a grant recipient. Also, Richelle Curanzi, Wildwood Educator  and Savannah Berry, who leads a budding botanist group at Wildwood. 

      Treasurer – Margaret Naguski    reported that we had 2 expenses this month. Fifty dollars were spent on the printing of 100 brochures and $12.50 was spent on envelopes for the Seed Share. The current balance is $8,585.00

	
      Committee Reports:   It is that time of year that we will need a Nominating Committee to have a slate of candidates for the election of next year’s officers. This year the committee will consist of Lorrie P, Kristen A, Jady C, and Angela G.   Kristen will be able to share with the committee the required candidate info. 
     
       Potluck recap:  Jane shared that there were 32 of us at the Bower on September 13th, a delightful fall day. Many plants were still blooming, and we got to see a brand-new sculpture called Mother Earth, the shape of a figure reclining on the ground and covered with foliage. At the head of the figure there is a beautiful, crafted pottery face of a woman. We also enjoyed seeing the pools with more water in them this year. Some had  lately not been receiving enough storm water due to increased vegetation upstream. After Bill lined some of them there is now sufficient water captured to maintain pond culture. 
 We walked, we talked, we shared delicious food and learned so much from each other. We offer our thanks to Bill and Jane for hosting us once again.

      Seed Share is coming up November 8. Discussion revolved around the various things which need to be brought to the event. Kristen and Jane have items which they will provide. Mary L is doing a Power Point presentation for the Harrisburg Garden Club of Harrisburg on November 17th, so she will pick up brochures and information at Seed Share. Please help us to publicize this important educational event. Tell your friends and neighbors! 

      Field Trip:  Waggoners Gap Hawk Watch: Sunday, October 11 - 1:00pm   Park on the Perry County side of Waggoners Gap at the State Game Lands sign.  
Lorrie will call a few people to try to get an authoritative bird ID member to help. 

     Community Outreach: -(Townships, Landscapers, Garden Centers, Developers): 	
Heather A., Wendy S.
Jane said the Lynn Sheaffer Dum Memorial Park in Perry County (2471 Sherman’s Valley Rd., Elliotsburg) has put in a large meadow planting and lots of riparian buffer. 


      Grants:  Some of the 2026 Grant recipients did attend the recent Potluck and we had a chance to view some photos of their projects as well. 






      A  Grants Committee for 2027 needs to be named.  Last year it was Margaret, Angela, Michelle, Jane A. and Deb L. Angela wants to pass the baton to someone else for this year. Jane, Deb and Margaret said they will be on the committee again. Michele is also willing to be on the committee, so we are looking for one more person interested in helping out with the grant submissions.  If interested, please contact through our chapter email and Jane A. can provide more information.
Last year we did 4 grants at $250 each and one extra, donated by Deb.  Mary suggested that we might temper the amount of the donation to the size of the garden being planned, as some people may have only a small plot to work with. Discussion was had about increasing the amount of the grant, perhaps up to $300. Since last year we had 11 applicants for only 4 grants, Jane A. suggested we go with five grants at $250 for 2027.  All present agreed.

       Addendum to By-Laws
The Board of Directors propose the following addendum to the Wild Ones SCPA By-Laws.  A vote on the addendum will take place at the October 29, 2026 Monthly Meeting.

      9g.   Added Immediate Past President’s Role.

The chapter will add to the by-laws a Director position of Immediate Past President.   The Immediate Past President shall serve for one year.  The role of the Immediate Past President is to ensure a smooth transition for the new President and give historical guidance to the new President and other Principal Officers.

.
General Membership Meeting:
Review of Business Meeting including updates on Calendar Dates


Query: What natives have you propagated by division?

Jane- Perry Co. -Mountain mints and aromatic aster have been successful. Jane divides these in the spring and only used the small clumps which have big roots.

Lorrie-York Co.- Had lots of volunteers and divisions of her plants from the old house which she has moved to the new house. Rudbeckia, liatris, etc

Jady-York Co- woodland sunflower, ragwort, rudbeckia

Mary L- Cumberland Co- Rudbeckia, woodland sunflower, ragwort, amsonia, etc. Lots of lyre-leaf sage. 

Angela and Leo –Dauphin Co- whorled coreopsis, violets, brown and black-eyed Susans, late boneset, etc. 

Arlene-Dauphin Co-just sees weedy things. 

Deb-York Co- dug up a bunch of phlox and gave many away to Cedar Cliff. (We could tell grant recipients that we have volunteer plants we could share for their gardens).

Kristen–Cumberland- has never divided anything on purpose, but she has chopped some things back because they got too tall and it worked! 

Shawna -York Co – Got penstemon from Lorrie but deer prey upon it. Has lots of nodding onion spreading all around . 

Janet-York Co- Has divided and shared lots of liatris and also false indigo. Colorful Echinacea has thrived but doesn’t spread from seed. ( Maybe a cultivar?)  She shared that 2 of the native American Chestnut seeds she got from Cindy H. seem to be thriving! 
Much discussion about baptisia australis and the differences in growing conditions. 

Lorrie mentioned that Mt.Cuba put out a list of trees which will survive climate change, and reported that we might  get 10% more rain. Some trees will be stressed by more pests and diseases due to higher temperatures. The link to the study is below:
https://mtcubacenter.org/research/resilient-tree-canopy/

Arlene mentioned live-staking in March to increase numbers of trees such as red-twig dogwood. 

Also mentioned was layering shrubs to increase population. 
Jane A. said they acquired a large population of lavender from big, old woody plants which they took cuttings from. 

Cindy H. said she has been able to divide and succeed with Mountain Mint.  She also found Late Fig-wort on her property and loves it!


Kristin wanted to talk about boneset, which she has just discovered on her property. It has gotten very big and floppy. The group shared with her that next year she could do a Chelsea Chop on it earlier in the summer to keep it blooming shorter by fall. 

Lorrie did some research on Monarch Magic ageratum. Since this plant and also Tithonia is native to Mexico, it is in the DNA of Monarchs to be attracted to this plant even when it is grown here in PA. 

Arlene asked about a native evergreen which Kevin Kelly had on his garden tour. No one else remembered the name of it. 


Meeting adjourned at 8:15.   Next meeting on October 29th at 6:30 PM
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