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Wild Ones of South Central PA Monthly Meeting via Zoom
       July 30, 2026 - Minutes

Attendance
 Members: Jane A, Angela and Leo G, Lorrie P, Margaret N, Jady C, Deb L, Kristen A, Arlene T, Jane S, Cindy H, Randy L, Nancy S.
 Other attendees: 

Business Meeting: 
Minutes of June 2026 Meeting:      Were approved by all as written. 
Membership:

Wild Ones South Central PA – July 2026 Membership Report
06/25/2026 – 07/30/2026
Report Submitted by Leo Graham, WOSCPA Membership Chair
We have had 3 new memberships since the last monthly chapter meeting.	
Please welcome Jim E, Lindsay C, and Soumya B.  We are looking forward to including you in the group and seeing you at future outings. The new member referrals noted Cindy H. from the 5 Senses Garden and google.
There was one Certified Native Habitat application approved during June! Congratulations
Lindsay C!
Six memberships were renewed. Thank you to all who renewed. You are appreciated!
Four memberships expired in July.  We currently have 124 active memberships with 9 of them being group memberships, for a total of 133 members.

Treasurer – Margaret N. reported that we only spent $61 this past month for printing costs. Our current treasury balance is $7,606.20.    
	
Committee Reports:   
 Programs:  July 19 Member Garden Tour - Recap
All those who participated in the Member Garden Tour were enthusiastic about what they saw. Especially mentioned was the amazing amount of work which Cindy H has done to place so many natives in the 5 Senses Garden in the last 3 years! 

 


Seed Share Speaker update: Lorrie P. reported that Sherry Moyer from Hungry Hook Farm has agreed to be the speaker at our next Seed Share, November 8th, 2026. Some topics which were 
requested that she address: annual natives, the resilience of native plants and when to plant them. Sherry has a new email address which can be obtained from Lorrie if you need it. Jane will publicize the Seed Share event on our website and perhaps in a flyer. 

Tabling: Stormfest Recap 
Kristen reported that she and Lorrie had a very successful tabling activity at Stormfest this year, with lots of foot traffic and information shared. Approximately 90 seed packets were distributed, and they found it encouraging that so many attendees were interested in making mosquito buckets because they were not in favor of having mosquito foggers spraying in their area. Noticeable was the fact that many people took photos of information offered with their phones instead of taking the paper copies. 

 Field Trips: On August 15, twelve members are planning to travel to Glenstone in Potomac, MD.  After arrival, we will enjoy lunch at noon in the cafe and then have a tour of the grounds, (with many aspects designed by Larry Weaner Landscape Assoc.) and the art outside and in the museum.   Two spots are still open for members to join us on this trip. 

Potluck at The Bower: September 13 at 3pm.  Take a walking tour of The Bower and enjoy sharing food, ideas, and conversation with members. Our Grantees have been invited to attend.  Bring a chair, beverage, place setting, and a dish to share.  Bring plants to share if you have some extras you would like to spread around to others.
Community Outreach Report  (Townships, Landscapers, Garden Centers, Developers): 	Heather Andrews, Wendy Smith   

Grants: Those who received grants this summer have been invited to attend the Potluck. It was suggested that perhaps these participants could send photos of their projects to Jane to be made into a display?

Survey response due to National Wild Ones:
We identified topics with which we could use help from National:
Having access to information about the activities of other chapters. 
Volunteer recruitment and coordination.
Perhaps get help in creating a newsletter? Or at least help with providing ongoing content. 


Knowing the best way to get more information out to the general public. 
Jane is going to report these preferences to National Wild Ones. 

General Membership Meeting:
Jane shared the new membership information, the Treasury balance and the name of the speaker for our Seed Share in November. Also discussed were the 7-18 garden tour and the Glenstone Field Trip, as well as the Potluck at the Bower on September13th at 3 PM. 
 
Introductions – Query: Do you have recommendations for 2027 field trips or member gardens to tour?
Suggested were Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve, Edge of the Woods Nursery, and King’s Gap Environmental Education State Park. May would be a good month to visit King’s Gap to see a wealth of blooming mountain laurel. 
We also discussed visiting Shenk’s Ferry in April to see abundant wildflowers. 
As far as July Member Garden Tours, one possibility would be Angela and Leo’s property in Hershey. Angela stressed that theirs is not a formal garden but a deliberate “rewilding” effort. More thought will go into the logistics of parking, etc. Jane also mentioned that perhaps next year we could have a June garden tour at the Bower and have our Potluck picnic then, with a different view of seasonal blooming.
Lorrie mentioned the possibility of touring a nature trail which has been developed near Hershey by the Manada Conservancy and she is going to check into public access for that. 
  Angela suggested viewing educational webinars as winter activities, such as the one she watched about how to sequester water in your garden and Lorrie recommended one dealing with talking to your neighbors about native plants. 


Jane shared a 30-minute Berks County Master Gardeners video (Berks County Native Seed Initiatives) on their multi-branch Native Seed Project: annual seed collection event, National Seed Swap Day (last Saturday in January), and native seed libraries placed in 11 county libraries. 
Marjon Henry shared with us a little bit about Master Gardeners. She said that they operate as part of the Penn State Extension office. They have unbiased, research-based information to share with the community and they also maintain a Horticulture Hotline. Their native seed project is to encourage the planting of native plant species because “Our actions matter”. One in every 3 bites of food we eat was created due to pollination. In October the Berks Co Master 


Gardeners had an event called “Seed Sense: Mastering Seed Saving, Storage and Collection.  Marjon pointed out that knowing how to identify, collect and especially how to store seeds is very important. We were shown photos of the native seed collections which are available in quite a few libraries in Berks County. We discussed the possibility of starting something similar in our area. Are there ideas we could incorporate into action here?   Perhaps we could partner with local Master Gardeners, Penn-Cumberland Garden Club and the Manada Conservancy? A key challenge would be collecting, packaging and monitoring inventory of the seeds. Carlisle Tool Library, Simpson Library and the Frederickson Library in Camp Hill were mentioned as possibilities which would be receptive to carrying native seeds. Seed packets would have to be carefully labeled with species and growing information. 
 Lastly, we talked about all the dates which apparently are on some calendars such as National Pollinator Day, National Seed Share Day, Arbor Day, etc. Kristen said that she could research these kinds of dates and include them on our Wild Ones calendar for the future. 

This meeting was adjourned at around 8:15 PM. Next meeting set for August 27th. 

Here is a link to the recording of last night’s meeting. Please note that this recording will only be available until August 12th.  In order to view it, I right clicked on this link and chose to Open this hyperlink. 

Wild Ones South Central PA - Zoom
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