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Wild Ones of South-Central PA Monthly Meeting via Zoom
       June 25, 2026, Minutes

Attendance
 Officers: Jane A, Pres.; Lorrie P, VP; Jady C, Sec’y; Mary L., Kristen A.; 
 Members: Ruth S, Nancy S, Cindy H, Deb L, Ember J, Kathleen S, Melanie G, Wendy S, 
 Shannon L,  Barb D.
 
Business Meeting: 
Minutes of May 2026 Meeting: Approved by all
Membership     Report Submitted by Leo Graham, WOSCPA Membership Chair
Wild Ones South Central PA – April 2026 Membership Report
 05/28/2026 – 06/25/2026
We have added 5 new memberships since the last monthly chapter meeting.	
Please welcome Carole F, Christine S, Kathy I, (another) Christine S, and Susanna R.
We are looking forward to including you in the group and seeing you at future
outings. The new member referrals noted Chapter and National websites, The Lancaster Conservancy, and discussions at the new member’s native plant stand.
7 memberships were renewed.  Thank you to all who renewed. You are  appreciated!
4 memberships expired in May. We currently have 124 active memberships with 9 of them being group memberships, for a total of 133 members.

Treasurer’s Report – Margaret Naguski. 
Our balance is: $7,667.20 In the month of June we made payment to our final two 2026 grant recipients. 
1. Friends of Wildwood- $250.00 payment
2. Cedar Cliff High School-$250.00 payment
     So, our total debits for the month of June were $500.00
We received our proceeds from the plant sale and our 2nd quarter dues from WO National.
1. Diakon plant sale proceeds were $1,916.00…woohoo!
2. WO National Q2 Dues Disbursement was $633.00
    So, our total credits for the month of June were $2,549.00
 
	
Committee Reports:   
      Programs:  July 18,10:00 am:  Member Garden Tour  - discussion on finalizing timing and lunch.     We will tour member Kevin Kelly’s garden, with a highlight being extensive use of groundcovers in the morning, enjoy lunch out, and then visit the Five Senses Garden which has been transformed into nearly all native plants.   (Rain date is Sunday at the same time).  Kevin will provide information about parking. 
 
Field Trip: August 15th at noon:   Glenstone, 12100 Glen Rd, Potomac, MD, 20854.
 We will eat lunch at the cafe on arrival and then enjoy a tour of the grounds, (where many aspects were designed by Larry Weaner Landscape Assoc)., and the art outside and in the museum.   RSVP for carpooling.  
Community Outreach Report  (Townships, Landscapers, Garden Centers, Developers): 	Heather Andrews, Wendy Smith  
Wendy reported that the State may soon be required by law to install native plants around state buildings!  Wild Ones SCPA emailed a request to members to contact their Senators about 

this bill. Wendy also reported that Hampden Twp is looking for another space to create a second meadow. They are currently on an initiative to remove invasive species in the township. 

Lorrie brought up the fact that we need to start thinking about selecting a speaker for the Seed Share event in November. It was suggested that we engage Sherry from Hungry Hook Farms to talk to us about which seeds should be planted in the fall. Another topic of interest to some would be a discussion on native annuals which we could grow. 
It was also suggested that if we did not have a speaker, we could possibly have a feature showing of the film which some have already been able to see, called “The Extraordinary Caterpillar”. The cost for the screening license would be between $55 (12-30 people) and $150 (31-100 people), depending upon the number of attendees. We could also show that at a local library sometime to get the word out to more people.


Introductions & Query: 
What have you enjoyed the most about being a member of Wild Ones of South Central PA?

 We heard a variety of answers to this question and they were all encouraging.
What people enjoyed included:
Meeting people face to face, learning from others, the social aspect of sharing our interests, 
going on field trips together and forming relationships through shared activities, having so 
much fun! Also mentioned was learning about insects and other pollinators, the generosity of 
members in sharing their knowledge, meeting more native plant lovers, & sharing our concerns 
about the environment. One member said that joining Wild Ones felt like ‘coming home’. Another tangible benefit was being able to share our knowledge with others. One member mentioned that it would be helpful if we could share contact information in finding physical helpers to allow us to continue our passion despite our losing physical abilities to do as much as we used to be able to. 
One person mentioned that she loves the moral support the chapter provides, the Q & A and having a “road to follow”. Another person mentioned that she is very grateful for plants shared 
by others. One shared that she likes being a member because it has allowed her to move from being overwhelmed to being able to “take action”! She says she can see increased pollinators right before her eyes!  Another who is a new member from Perry County said she wanted multi-season interest with Keystone Species. She and another gardener connected and together they put in close to 200 natives in her front gardens! She is hoping to pique the interest of others in her neighborhood. Hiking together and learning to identify blooming weeds were listed as benefits as well. 

Action Items  (from AI summary of meeting)

Lorrie: 
Contact Sherry (Hungry Hook) about speaking at November seed share

Cindy: 
Send Jane GPS/parking details for Five Senses Garden
 
Deb: 
Forward sign photo to Kristen Ackrey for social media posting

Jane: 
Email Kevin Kelly re: address, parking, and setting up a literature table; confirm
Glenstone date on website

Jane: 
RSVP coordination for lunch — get count at Kevin's, then call The Table ahead
 
Nancy:	
Confirm Sharon Agresta-Siekerman is still available for hire; share
contact info via listserv

Jane/Mary:	
Coordinate on using Jane's native plants PowerPoint for Mary's landscaper
Contacts.

All: 
Consider bringing mosquito dunks and bucket of doom display to Stormfest


Pesticide & Invasive Management Highlights
 
Neonicotinoids are systemic — toxins spread through entire plant including
nectar/pollen and bioaccumulate up the food chain; one neonic-coated seed can kill a
small songbird.

Homeowners apply 10× more pesticides than farmers on croplands; over 99% don't
reach their target organism.
 
Quality Greenhouse stopped using neonics after pressure from Diakon patrons and Heather A.
Local nurseries (Ashcombe, Highland Gardens) are preferable to big-box stores.

Tree of Heaven (hack & squirt):	
Must spray herbicide into cuts immediately — tree closes within ~20 seconds; do not cut without killing first or it sends up root suckers.

Mosquito dunks (BTi):	
Target only mosquito larvae; safe for birds/other wildlife; last ~30 days; available at hardware stores and Amazon; small granule form useful for shallow water features.

Open Questions
 
What the Costco charge in the treasurer's report was — Margaret to clarify  (Mistake by Jane was rectified with reimbursement)
 
Which local nursery (Ashcombe or Highland Gardens) has a posted	
no-neonics sign. Edit: It was likely Ashcombes. 	
—
Exact violet species used by regal fritillaries at Fort Indiantown Gap (possibly Bird's Foot
Violet) Edit: It is the Narrowleaf Violet, viola sagitatta.  Below is a link to the website for the population at Indiantown Gap Military Installation.
2022 regal fritillary butterfly fact sheet.pdf
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