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Wild Ones of South-Central PA Monthly Meeting via Zoom
       May 28, 2026, Minutes

The meeting was opened at 6:30 PM by Jane A, President. Names of those in attendance as follows:
Attendance
 Members: Jane A. President; Margaret N, Treasurer; 
Leo G, Membership; Jady C, Secretary; Kristen A, Board; Angela G, Board; Mary L, Board; Arlene T, Ruth S, Nancy S, Niffer C, Josh D.

Business Meeting: 
The Minutes of the April 2026 Meeting were unanimously approved. AI-generated transcripts will continue to be provided to the secretary to assist with Minute preparation. (for which this secretary is very grateful)
Membership – Wild Ones South Central PA – April 2026 Membership Report
             04/30/2026 – 05/28/2026
Report Submitted by Leo Graham, WOSCPA Membership Chair
We have had 3 new memberships since the last monthly chapter meeting.	
Please welcome Jennifer C, Sue H, and Tony D.  We are looking forward to including
you in the group and seeing you at future outings.	The new member referrals noted Angela G and Lorrie P	(Yeah Angela and Lorrie!).
Sarah B now has her Certified Native Habitat Application Approved! Congratulations Sarah!
Eleven memberships were renewed. Thank you to all who renewed. You are appreciated! 
Five memberships expired in May.
We currently have 118 active memberships with 8 of them being group
memberships, for a total of 126 members.


Treasurer – Margaret Naguski reported that we had our best native plant sale revenue ever, with funds amounting to $1,916, with average orders of $150.  Our current balance is $5,368.20. May expenditures totaled $559.97, including $180 paid to Diakon Wilderness 





Greenhouse to purchase native for the James Getty Elementary School grant. This school asked if they could delay some of their purchases until fall so that they could select blooming plants at that time. They are still eligible for another $70.  The Olewine Nature Center at Wildwood received $250 for their native plant grant, and they were glad that they had already prepared an area with cardboard and mulch last fall so that they could begin planting right away. The 5 Senses Garden and Strawberry Hill grants have been paid in full. In this first year, we have successfully funded five native plant grants totaling $1,059. We are still awaiting receipt submission from the Cedar Cliff H.S. grant recipients. Moving forward, the chapter will pay grant funds directly to organizations rather than individuals or nurseries, with recipients providing receipts for documentation. The chapter also purchased habitat recognition signs from signs.com at a cost of $129.97. Margaret shared that the Wild Ones National accounting categories do not accommodate direct nursery payments and she will be exploring workarounds with the support of W.O. National. 
	
Committee Reports:   
 Programs
:             
 May Field Trip: May 31st - Wild Ones South Central PA field trip to Boyd's Big Tree Preserve 2:00pm , entrance off Fishing Creek Valley Road, 2.6 miles north of 322 on the right. 
June Field Trip: June 6th, Combined trip to Conococheague Audubon Native Plant Garden at Norlo Park, 3050 Lincoln Way East, Fayettville, PA. Meet at the large, covered porch at the Community Center within the park. The garden tour will be about 2 hours, beginning at 10 AM, and followed by lunch at Caretti’s Pizza and Italian Restaurant, 1710 Lincoln Way East, Chambersburg. After lunch we will visit the Native Niche Nursery in Greencastle at ~1:30, where we will meet Becky Shubert at 10 E. Walter Ave, Greencastle. Rain Date: Sun, June 7th - 
Upcoming events: 
Camp Hill Bee City Garden Tour: July 12 
Ashcombe Pollinator Day: June 27 (free native plants)
  



Community Outreach Report  
(Townships, Landscapers, Garden Centers, Developers)
   
Missed opportunity:	
Cumberland County Master Gardeners plant sale table was not
staffed due to communication confusion with Chambersburg Master Gardeners event.
Literature distribution: Materials were provided to Penn Cumberland Garden Club and
Chambersburg Master Gardeners for their May 16 sales

Upcoming events:
Camp Hill Bee City Garden Tour: July 12 
Ashcombe Pollinator Day: June 27 (free native plants)

Grants: See Treasurer’s report

General Membership Meeting:
Review of Business Meeting including updates on Calendar Dates

Introductions – 
Query: How have your plants coped with the extreme vacillations in weather this spring?

Participants’ responses revealed that the freeze damage was widespread:	
A late spring freeze in April damaged many early-leafing plants including
pawpaws, sweet bay magnolias, fringe trees, and oak leaf hydrangeas. 

Recovery patterns:	
Since then, most native plants are pushing out new leaves 2-4 weeks late; non-
natives are experiencing higher mortality.

Sycamore biology:	
It was shared that sycamore trees naturally shed old leaves to reveal new buds inside cone-
shaped structures. Therefore, they had to work extra hard in response to the freeze by pushing off dead leaves before new leaves could be revealed. 




Phenology:	
27 different native species have bloomed in one member's garden so far this year!

Invasive species observations: 
Spotted lanternfly:	
Present in Cumberland and York counties; It has been found that 60-80% die when feeding
on milkweed due to toxins. Yay for natives! 
Swallowwort:	
Rapid growth of this fairly new invasive has displaced mountain mint in one location, suggesting possible allelopathic properties. Get rid of it when you see it on your property.
Princess trees (Paulownia):	
Large infestation discovered on logged mountainside; trees reach 50 feet mature height with valuable but underdeveloped North American market for wood. This is another species which crowds out our native trees and understory.

Plant Sharing & Availability
Woodland sunflower (Helianthus divaricatus) is a valuable native flower for certain locations. 	
Multiple members are offering divisions due to aggressive spread and abundant supply. 
This flower grows 3-4 feet tall in sun or shade and is very attractive to pollinators. It is a  
Keystone species, suitable for invasive suppression. Contact Mary L or Jady C for divisions.
Virginia bluebells (Mertensia Virginiana) is also available from multiple members; it can be grown from Prairie Moon Nursery seeds or ordered as plugs from Izelle
Spring ephemerals:	
Available from Diakon Wilderness Greenhouse, Prairie Moon Nursery, and TN Nursery, (but verify that the Tennessee nursery has ethical sourcing for trilliums).

Garden Management Tips
Chelsea chop:	
Successfully used on asters, coneflowers, and summer phlox; staggered cutting of milkweed provides fresh growth for late-season monarchs 
Layered pruning:	
Using hedge trimmers creates graduated heights for sunflowers and cut-leaf coneflowers 
Buttonbush propagation:	
It was reported that seeds are germinating successfully even in non-wet clay soils, dispelling the supposition that button bush must be grown near water. 



Pollinator Activity 
Monarch caterpillars:	
One member raised 27 caterpillars to butterflies last year with only one parasite loss

Other Wildlife Observations

Bluebirds: A first clutch of four bluebirds has successfully fledged from a member's nest box.
Wood thrushes: A member reports having multiple wood thrushes singing in woods heavily populated with native spicebush (Lindera benzoin). These birds love to eat the ripe berries. 	
Toads: 
A member shared that toads immediately colonized newly constructed ponds, producing tadpoles within days.

Nursery Updates
Perennial Gardens (New Bloomfield) is closing after the 2026 season; two other nurseries will
absorb most of the stock. That new information will be shared as it is confirmed. The owner will continue growing a limited suggestion of favorite plants. Steve has been known for offering plants at the most reasonable prices in our region.

Native plant demand:	
The current high demand for natives is causing stock shortages at multiple nurseries including
North Creek Nursery and Ashcombe’s.

Action Items 
Margaret:	
-Cedar Cliff just sent receipt – provide reimbursement	
-Research Wild Ones National accounting categories for individual/nursery
grant payments

Jane: -Send Longwood Gardens photographer's Facebook contact to Jady;  Karl Gercens is the name!

Kristen: -Send updated chapter calendar to listserv and copy Leo for new member distribution. 

Lori: 
-Reconfirm 1:00 PM arrival time with Native Niche Nursery owner for June 6th field trip.
​
Next Chapter Meeting June 25th. 
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