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Wild Ones of South-Central PA
April Chapter Meeting
April 30th, 2026
MINUTES

Attendance
President: Jane A., (Perry Co)
Vice President: Lorrie P., (York Co)
Treasurer: Margaret N., (Cumberland Co)
Membership Chair: Leo G, (Dauphin Co)
Secretary: Jady C, (York Co)
Board Members: Angela G, (Dauphin Co), Kristen A, (Cumberland Co), 
Other Members: Cindy H, (Dauphin Co), Deb L. (York Co), Cynthia H, (Cumberland Co), Tami H, (Cumberland Co), Randi L, (Cumberland Co), Jane S, (Perry Co), Shelby A, (Perry Co), Erik S, (Cumberland Co), Nancy S, (York Co) 

Other attendee: Liv Kacar, Senior Biology major at Dickinson College, here to give us a presentation on bees. 

Business Meeting:
Minutes of March 2026 Meeting were approved by all.

Membership-– April 2026 Membership Report - 3/23/2026 – 04/30/2026
Submitted by Leo Graham, WOSCPA Membership Chair
We had 4 new memberships since the last monthly chapter meeting.   Please welcome David E, Christopher H, Deb K, and Julie Y.  We are looking forward to including you in the group and seeing you at future outings.  The new member referrals noted Wild Ones emails, Reddit, several unnamed members, and Deb L (Yeah Deb!).
9 memberships were renewed.  Thank you to all who renewed.  You are appreciated! 
10 memberships expired in April. Two of which were group memberships 
We currently have 118 active memberships with 8 of them being group memberships, for a total of 126 members.



Treasurer- Margaret Naguski
All of the money this month was spent on the printing of materials, getting ready for spring tabling with $238 for brochures/pamphlets, $821.20 for printing 500 “Whats the Buzz” booklets and $75.66 for seeds. The total spent was $1,134.86, leaving a balance of $5,928.17. We have already given out 2 grant fundings and have 2 more to give (total of $500), plus the one which was given as a donation. 
Jane is opening a credit card with FNB Bank, to facilitate online ordering in future.  

Committee Reports: 

Programs:  Plant Sale Date: May 9th. We could still use some volunteers to help at the sale. 

Field Trips: Wild Ones SC PA field trip to Boyd’s Big Tree Preserve 2 PM,  May 31st. 
The entrance is off of Fishing Creek Valley Road, 2.6 miles north of 322 on the right. There is  plenty of parking, plus a pavilion and a bathroom near the parking lot. 

Community Outreach Report.  (Townships, landscapers, Garden Centers, Developers)
      Heather Andrews, Lisa Emig, Wendy Smith

Jane reports that many brochures were taken from the 4th Annual New Cumberland Earth and Arts Festival, held recently on April 19th.
Kristin reports that a recent article about new plant regulations for HOAs in the state got a lot of feedback on the facebook page. 
Cindy asked for an alternative list of preferred native plants to be given to HOAs, as the one from her HOA is less than desirable. Jane said she will share one and Cindy was also directed to ask Mary L. (Later, Kristen asked to also receive what Jane is sharing with Cindy.)
Cindy gave a talk at the Garden Club of Harrisburg on Flower Arranging in the Future, with an emphasis on using native plants. Very well received! Also, some native plants were shared and were much appreciated. 
Jane has given out a lot of Wild Ones materials to be shared at various tabling events for gardening, etc. 

Grants: Updates to grant status. 
Deb reports that the grant group from Cedar Cliff High School is going to volunteer at Diakon soon to learn more about native plants and they plan to order some plants for their planned garden to be picked up at the greenhouse. 



The James Getty Elementary School in Gettysburg is looking for a source of native plants for their garden grant program. Izel.com was recommended as a resource for native plants which has a good selection and free shipping.
 Jane also mentioned that they might be able to just order a kit from a place like Homegrown National Park. 

“Wilding”is a movie available on PBS which is highly recommended. It is about how nature can repair itself when given the right animals, the right freedom and the complete reversal of industrial farming practices. 

Reminder that there is still time to sign up to volunteer at Diakon Wilderness Greenhouse for our Native Plant Sale. 

General Membership Meeting:
Review of Business Meeting including updates on Calendar Dates.

Introductions- No Query tonight due to live presentation

Live Presentation: 7:30 PM
“Differences in Bee Assemblage across Urban and Rural Pollinator Gardens”, by Liv Kacar.
We were so happy to have Liv Kacar as our guest this evening. She is a Senior at Dickinson College and has done a lot of research on the foraging and nesting habits of the many native species of bees in our area. 
Liv tells us that she got interested in bees in a roundabout way. She had planned to do a psych/art major but ended up working at Dickinson as a hive intern at Dickinson Center for Sustainability Education. She had never liked eating honey, except for some local honey which came from a friend’s hives. This got her interested in how bees make honey.  Her real interest was in native bees, but since the college’s focus was supposed to be on sustainability, she wondered how the native bees compared to honeybees, which are not native to the United States. Liv did considerable research on the identification, behavior and feeding habits of  both generalist and specialist native bees. She showed her results on numerous graphs and through wonderful photos. We learned that Liv collected 935 bee specimens, representing 57 different species, across 3 urban and 3 rural sites in Cumberland County. Bees are responsible for the pollination of 80% of the world’s flowering plants, playing a crucial role in our ecosystem. 


It was a most excellent presentation, which Jane is hoping to be able to add to our new Wild Ones Youtube channel, with Liv’s permission, granted this evening. 
Lots of discussion ensued with questions for Liv and information shared by others about bees in their gardens. 
Liv is planning to continue her research this summer in Vermont and hopes to go on to grad school and eventually get her doctorate! Best of luck to you, Liv! 

Meeting adjourned at 8:23. 

Next meeting on May 28th, 6:30 PM
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