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Wild Ones of South Central PA Monthly Meeting via Zoom
March 23, 2026

Agenda


Attendance:
Directors: Jane A.- Pres., Lorrie P.- Vice Pres., Margaret N.--Treasurer, Angela G., Leo G., Kristen A., Mary L. 
		
Members: Deb L., Jane H., Cindy H., Wendy S., Cynthia H., Joyce W., Melanie G., Nancy S., Shannon L., Shawna R., Arlene T., Tami H., Carol L. 
 
Business Meeting: 

Minutes- The  February, 2026 Meeting Minutes were unanimously approved.

Membership – Leo Graham, Membership Chair
Wild Ones South Central PA – March 2026 Membership Report
2/26/2026 – 3/23/2026
We had 6 new memberships since the last monthly chapter meeting. Please
welcome Ruthann H, Denise N, Tammy D, Barbara M, Mary G, and Frances A.
We are looking forward to including you in the group. A couple of the referrals
 noted the New Cumberland Earth Festival and Cindy H! Twelve memberships were renewed. Thank you to all who renewed. You are appreciated! Seven memberships expired in March. 
We currently have 120 active memberships with 10 of them being group memberships, for a total of 130 members.
 
Treasurer – Margaret Naguski 
 Our current total balance is $7,063.03. We have received $466.50 from NationalWild Ones for dues disbursement in the first quarter. We received a donation from Deb L. of $250 to be used for the 5th grant recipient. Thank you, Deb. Five Hundred dollars have been given so far to grant recipients. 




Committee Report : The Grant Committee has decided that instead of paying native nurseries directly for plants to be used in the projects, the  gardeners may present receipts for their purchases and then be reimbursed. Margaret has visited the Strawberry Hill site and reports that they are doing very good work here. Already they have removed a lot of invasives and are using our grant to replace them with natives. The organization sees about 5,000 visitors a year  between homeschool and camp groups and others and  has a large educational building which reaches people on many levels. 
Kristen plans to announce the grant winners on social media. 

 Programs:   Upcoming  Plant Sale on  May 9 at Diakon Wilderness Greenhouse. There was an instructional discussion concerning how to access and sign up for volunteer service on the Sign-up Genius which Kim Patten always creates. (Link included at end of this document.)

 Field Trips:   Update on dates for calendar Jane Allis, Kristen Acri

 Community Outreach Report  (Townships, Landscapers, Garden Centers, Developers):   
Heather Andrews, Wendy Smith
  
Tabling Events:
 New Cumberland Earth and Arts Festival – April 19th  10-4, 1 Benjamin Plaza, New Cumberland
Wildwood Wetlands Festival – April 25th, 10-4, 100 Wildwood Way, Hbg.				  Cumberland Co Master Gardeners Plant Sale, May 16th, 8-1, at 310 Allen Rd, Carlisle (volunteers needed)

 
Grants: Updates on visits and grant award procedures. 
As previously mentioned, Margaret has already visited one of our grant recipients (Strawberry Hill, in Fairfield, located in Adams Co).  Michelle visited the 5 Senses Garden in Harrisburg, (Dauphin Co.) 
Angela is planning to visit the garden at the Olewine Nature Center at  Wildwood (Dauphin Co).
Deb Latsha approved the grant to be given to the James Getty Elementary School in Gettysburg (Adams Co.) Since they admitted that they know very little about native plants, a 26-minute Doug Tallamy video was sent to them to show and further their understanding. 
Students from Cedar Cliff High School are interested in visiting the greenhouse operation at Diakon. 



Reminders:
1. March- April sign up for volunteers at Diakon Wilderness Greenhouse
2. Sign up to volunteer at tabling events
3. Lunch event at Dickinson College April 10, noon -1,  with presentation by student on bee research


General Membership Meeting:
Review of Business Meeting including updates on Calendar Dates

It was reported that we now have a Youtube channel to present videos of webinars, etc. Currently, work is still ongoing on getting content on the channel and Kristen and Jane will be working on that after Easter. 

There was a discussion about when to cut last year’s stems down in order to benefit native bees. The instructions are to cut the past summer’s stems down to about 8-24” at this time, so that as native bees emerge, they have access to places to put their eggs for next year’s new bees. Do not cut the previous year's stems any shorter because those could already have larva in them.
Amazingly, there are at least 450 species of bees in PA! Only about 30% of them nest in hollow stems. Others use beetle holes, chipmunk burrows or bare dirt. 
Remember to check the Wild Ones National website (under Events) for interesting webinars.

Introductions and Query of the Month:  What are your favorite spring native bloomers – trees, shrubs, and perennials? 
We had a wide variety of responses from those attending this meeting. The trees that were mentioned included red maple, silver maple, dogwood, redbud, pussy willow, fringe tree and serviceberry. Native shrubs such as spicebush and fothergilla are treasured.  The ephemerals which were named as favorites included bloodroot, Virginia bluebells, trout lilies, Dutchman’s breeches, spring beauties, trilliums, hepatica and twinleaf. Other early spring flowers which are greatly anticipated include woodland phlox, golden ragwort, native columbine, and camassia.  Native Pachysandra was listed as very useful and evergreen. 

 Next meeting is Thursday, April 30th.




Here is the link to sign up at Diakon to volunteer and help prepare plants for our May 9 plant sale.  Volunteer to help out the day of the sale, too!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054AA5AB2DA7FE3-62218238-2026


Link to last month's meeting minutes:  2026 February Minutes - Wild Ones South Central Pennsylvania Chapter
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